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Southern Hemisphere, And A... MORE

By MTHO MAPHUMULO

Topics Personal Injury Law

Within the �rst month of the new year, there have been two tigers reported to have

escaped from captivity and found to be roaming around freely on the streets. The

�rst one was found and euthanised. By the time it was located, it had already

seriously injured at least one resident. There have been no reported incidents in

respect of the currently untraced tiger. In the later part of 2022, there were reports

of lions having escaped from one game reserve in KwaZulu-Natal which were later

reported to have been caught and killed by the community. Not so long ago there

were reports of an elephant that had escaped from one nature reserve that was also

killed by the community. These animals put the lives and well-being of residents

under serious threat. It is against this background that it is necessary to delve into

the legal rami�cations that may �ow from incidents of injury or death relating to

such animals.

For there to be a cause of action in law, there must be injury or death. It is also crucial

to establish who the owner or person responsible for the animal is. There does not

need to be absolute proof as to who the owner is – suf�cient circumstantial evidence

may suf�ce (depending on the unique dynamics of the matter). For an example, in a

case where there is a nearby game reserve that has had its fence destroyed, and

suddenly there are wild animals seen on the streets. On the balance of probabilities,

in the given scenario, the animals belong to the owners of the game reserve.

Claims arising out of wild animal attacks are based on the legal principles of actio de

feris in terms of which the bringing of dangerous or wild animals on or into a public

place, or a place, which members of the public have access to, is prohibited. Strict

liability is applicable, i.e. the claimant/victim does not need to prove negligence on

the part of the owner. As to what a victim can claim in damages, each case will be

different. In a case of an injury (not death), one can potentially claim for past medical

expenses, future medical expenses, general damages, past loss of earnings and future

loss of earnings. It is important to point out that it is not in every case that these

heads of damages will be applicable. Thus, consideration of a wide range of factors

needs to be taken into account depending on the unique facts and circumstances of

each individual case. In a case where death has resulted, the dependants of the
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deceased, to whom the deceased owed a legal duty to maintain, will be able to claim

for loss of support. If the deceased is a minor or someone whom no one depended on

for support, the family members or appropriate individuals may be able to claim for

emotional and psychological trauma where circumstances permit. Once again, the

unique facts of each case will determine the outcome.

In closing, where an escaped wild animal has injured or killed, the victim(s) should

seek legal advice in order to determine whether they have any legal recourse. Not

only can this serve as part of a healing process and ensuring justice prevails, it may

also encourage owners of these animals to be more vigilant and erect necessary

equipment to guard against animals escaping.

Article sourced from Adams & Adams.

See also:

Compensation for dog bite claims in South Africa

Wrongful death

Who is liable for a dog bite injury?

Three types of liability in personal injury cases

(This article is provided for informational purposes only and not for the purpose of providing legal advice. For

more information on the topic, please contact the author/s or the relevant provider.)

Mtho Maphumulo

Mtho Maphumulo graduated at UKZN with several distinctions, academic awards and

Dean’s Commendation. During this period, he served active leadership roles in many

students’ organisations including the Black Lawyers Association... Read more about

Mtho Maphumulo

 A C T I O  D E  P A U P E R I E C L A I M C O M P E N S A T I O N C O U R T D A M A G E S D E A T H

D I S P U T E  R E S O L U T I O N D I S P U T E S D U T Y  O F  S U P P O R T E V I D E N C E H O S P I T A L S I N J U R I A

Click here to send a legal query to Mtho Maphumulo

We use cookies to ensure that we give you the best experience on our website. If you continue to use this site we
will assume that you are happy with it.

Ok

https://www.adams.africa/commercial-litigation/business-insurance-repudiation-insurance-law/possible-legal-consequences-of-wild-animals-roaming-around-the-street/
https://www.golegal.co.za/compensation-dog-bite/
https://www.golegal.co.za/wrongful-death-claim-damages/
https://www.golegal.co.za/liable-dog-bite-injuries/
https://www.golegal.co.za/liability-personal-injury/
https://www.golegal.co.za/author/mtho-maphumulo/
https://www.golegal.co.za/author/mtho-maphumulo/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/actio-de-pauperie/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/claim/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/compensation/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/court/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/damages/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/death/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/dispute/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/disputes/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/duty-of-support/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/evidence/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/hospitals/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/injuria/


2/23/23, 6:37 AM Possible legal consequences of wild animals roaming around the streets

https://www.golegal.co.za/wild-animals-liability/ 4/8

Share     

L I A B I L I T Y L O S S  O F  I N C O M E M E D I C A L  E X P E N S E N E G L I G E N C E P A I N  A N D  S U F F E R I N G

P E R S O N A L  I N J U R Y P L A I N T I F F

Personal Injury Law articles by Adams & Adams

A reflection of loss of support between siblings in the context of a Road
Accident Fund claim

Festive accidents and RAF claims: Not every road accident loss can be
recovered from the RAF

Legal duty of care owed by taverns to customers

Delictual liability for sports injuries and fatalities

Personal Injury Law articles on GoLegal

The Implementation of the Administrative Adjudication of Road Traffic
Offences Act (AARTO) and the National Road Traffic Amendment Bill

Law firm finance 101 – Medical negligence starter guide

The perfect storm for RAF defendant attorneys

Personal injury firm growth: Solving for a chicken and egg scenario

PROVIDED BY:

We use cookies to ensure that we give you the best experience on our website. If you continue to use this site we
will assume that you are happy with it.

Ok

https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.golegal.co.za/wild-animals-liability/&t=Possible%20legal%20consequences%20of%20wild%20animals%20roaming%20around%20the%20streets
https://plusone.google.com/_/+1/confirm?hl=en-US&url=https://www.golegal.co.za/wild-animals-liability/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https://www.golegal.co.za/wild-animals-liability/&text=Possible%20legal%20consequences%20of%20wild%20animals%20roaming%20around%20the%20streets&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=https://www.golegal.co.za/wild-animals-liability/
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.golegal.co.za/wild-animals-liability/&title=Possible%20legal%20consequences%20of%20wild%20animals%20roaming%20around%20the%20streets&source=Insights%20into%20The%20Law%20in%20South%20Africa%20|%20Welcome%20to%20Go%20Legal
mailto:?subject=Possible%20legal%20consequences%20of%20wild%20animals%20roaming%20around%20the%20streets&body=https://www.golegal.co.za/wild-animals-liability/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/liability/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/loss-of-income/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/medical-expense/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/negligence/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/pain-and-suffering/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/injury/
https://www.golegal.co.za/tag/plaintiff/
https://www.golegal.co.za/publishers/adams-adams/
https://www.golegal.co.za/support-sibling-raf/
https://www.golegal.co.za/festive-accidents-raf/
https://www.golegal.co.za/legal-duty-taverns/
https://www.golegal.co.za/delictual-liability-sports/
https://www.golegal.co.za/aarto-demerit-points/
https://www.golegal.co.za/medical-negligence-guide/
https://www.golegal.co.za/raf-defendant-attorneys/
https://www.golegal.co.za/contingent-litigation-personal-injury/


2/23/23, 6:37 AM Possible legal consequences of wild animals roaming around the streets

https://www.golegal.co.za/wild-animals-liability/ 5/8

BY

Mtho Maphumulo
Mtho Maphumulo graduated at UKZN with several distinctions, academic awards and Dean’s

Commendation. During this period, he served active leadership roles in many students’ organisations

including...

EXPERTS IN PERSONAL INJURY LAW

 

Adams & Adams

16 Relevant articles

 

DSC Attorneys

27 Relevant articles

SEND A LEGAL QUERY TO MTHO MAPHUMULO

We use cookies to ensure that we give you the best experience on our website. If you continue to use this site we
will assume that you are happy with it.

Ok

https://www.golegal.co.za/publishers/adams-adams
https://www.golegal.co.za/author/mtho-maphumulo/
https://www.golegal.co.za/publishers/adams-adams
https://www.golegal.co.za/publishers/dsc-attorneys


2/23/23, 6:37 AM Possible legal consequences of wild animals roaming around the streets

https://www.golegal.co.za/wild-animals-liability/ 6/8

 

Eversheds Sutherland

2 Relevant articles

 

Gildenhuys Malatji Incorporated

3 Relevant articles

 

Legal&Tax

2 Relevant articles

 

LexisNexis

2 Relevant articles

 

Sabinet

2 Relevant articles

 

SchoemanLaw Inc

1 Relevant articles

Want the latest legal news and views in your box?

Your email address

Subscribe

We use cookies to ensure that we give you the best experience on our website. If you continue to use this site we
will assume that you are happy with it.

Ok

https://www.golegal.co.za/publishers/eversheds-sutherland
https://www.golegal.co.za/publishers/gildenhuys-malatji
https://www.golegal.co.za/publishers/legal-tax
https://www.golegal.co.za/publishers/lexisnexis
https://www.golegal.co.za/publishers/sabinet
https://www.golegal.co.za/publishers/schoemanlaw-inc
https://www.adplugg.com/track/click/A4824354/20117/click?toi=4354&hn=www.golegal.co.za&bu=%2Fwild-animals-liability%2F&rf=&zn=4317&pm=1803&ct=&next=


2/23/23, 6:37 AM Possible legal consequences of wild animals roaming around the streets

https://www.golegal.co.za/wild-animals-liability/ 7/8

GoLegal is a leading industry news and information portal for the South African legal sector,
catering to attorneys, corporate counsel, legal scholars, policy makers and other corporate and
legal interest groups.

READ MORE >

ABOUT USABOUT US

Promote Legal Conferences, Events and Seminars

Advertise with GoLegal

OUR SERVICESOUR SERVICES

We use cookies to ensure that we give you the best experience on our website. If you continue to use this site we
will assume that you are happy with it.

Ok

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CmYJVhO32Y7zKINT5zAaH8ajgApbWko1vwJre1vEQnLiqvPMUEAEgifXrfmDHxZKOkCagAayyj6AByAEJqAMBqgSgAk_Q57gvC11PG6Hvtuvo6WNxaa1M7KUTadS-OkQ1oBV7LzGCJzoU7Wc5PgU_7g2aClNh4jhcl3AhPyAL2OzmgsDsjvbvG7vU_zoPLDxc2IDMus7ag2K4XLHMjoFPrxGkOmpZvmNKlQ3vV0WrTnhFAk-_csVFoeKFQpwiyZvzewCn3bDfkTAGA4lxnjQPy9OQyNENnDyEv6ZXw9_Z6VuqS2VhCXXvM5CF9fD0BsvC7EEREN14Hms_g78ZVsveUjB93vLWyjFbJauBwIhuscHGxjQKAvRvEkVcrYxOCyfA708-PGbHy13nBOKBe70P8L4CvansZwn8oE0snaPjmmJU_vNBG2me72WsWbXIe0Q7DWclkH6F4IX2A-Q46RSAjNLKoMAEss_2y48E4AQDkAYBoAZNgAe8zfDfAogHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDSCBIIABACGBoyAQA6B5_AgICAgASACgGYCwHICwGADAGwE8y9oxLQEwDYEw3YFAHQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQwDUE5ymQSWNyC2Jby7rpeXtnGB-Me4ndz5mP0cdWzy5XzKbqceYV_hoKHkowwi2hdXPcEXkq2qYfTSa3-R7_vXtM-IYAQ&sig=AOD64_059r75lSFv3uSZm0bqkh46aUmHlw&client=ca-pub-4339259417498176&dbm_c=AKAmf-A8H2o086Gk-WBnDjPJ0UCfhgd48DE9f6eR_UQLq2E4-TRwAh1GKCKtPgEio25Upd26QMjy4WgAE0XfUqtT7Z6bMtkbTagB606Q2sJKm-0Q-qvRL00TVYvE-IGO1ye9txAo711I5ZAAhALkWNHtl24FYoth6RSO_9e7AfUTRuaqxgRMxck&cry=1&dbm_d=AKAmf-DT7IH690F-GacKaEE-JSLRi85bcNvNhCBj4SjJGUU-bzZUJz6v0k4rw9D_RdYP596bmybMHoUB2DI3NnfMGyNpIbFkLFcHS4uPVY26nfFl-g7_crBilVAKuOTXvRNStzlTv6tNtSdxV35-6qXG5Hqia_Z57DUixOZQqClg3C99_Jrrvc93EmWPM-o6EeReFUCLWEGeVdE_bOwgIVvyUQMHwKtb9d_0MHgqIzNJcuCumOOuVvuqEabks24W_C98Kn8OW_IAhgXKkNs6TnsiLFvtfKPwERT0ihIOuHDIoozNqcm3H2nKYANkzUQSzvLy8jEKBv0QZXr2YP461ShwrAPXBIZErjT8DFqiuBu6CJAWTEryvbrVqhDYt5K7pHtfirSwUJj-TT5hE3dxnsXdtAlMp9Vj15jmxdOyckqfXfKh9SusrxRFvotUgonyKav_scRmt4mqiPaF4V4CUkTHiI5_P6QqdgadUcj8qUKFn4tB0ufKwVlorGMOYUVuhr9Sk8t6-znbb5w_JHGquU-i9i9iWtj26JTD47g5JexIF9YMPZpQeoaGcBbp_oKWxwpuY7oGjyXB&adurl=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/8/115845;4229829;4112613;211;0/?ft_impID=31FBF90D-189C-BB1A-1DD9-A47AAE42C78A&us_privacy=!!US_PRIVACY!&g=4502CD1FF3F452&random=363212286&ft_width=160&ft_height=600&url=https://www.adobe.com/africa/creativecloud/plans.html?sdid=GZKZY1B7&mv=display
https://www.flashtalking.com/consumer-privacy
https://www.flashtalking.com/consumer-privacy
https://www.golegal.co.za/about-golegal/
https://www.golegal.co.za/about-golegal/legal-event-calendar/
https://www.golegal.co.za/advertise/


2/23/23, 6:37 AM Possible legal consequences of wild animals roaming around the streets

https://www.golegal.co.za/wild-animals-liability/ 8/8

Privacy Policy

FOLLOW USFOLLOW US

  

Want the latest legal news and views in your box?

Your email address

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTERSIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER

SUBSCRIBE

2019 GOLEGAL ALL RIGHTS RESERVED | WEBSITE POWERED BY CLOUDFUSION

We use cookies to ensure that we give you the best experience on our website. If you continue to use this site we
will assume that you are happy with it.

Ok

https://twitter.com/go_legal
https://www.facebook.com/golegal
https://www.linkedin.com/company/go-legal
https://www.golegal.co.za/privacy-policy/
https://www.cloudfusion.co.za/

